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New Advances in the Machining of Hard Metals
using Physics-Based Modeling

Troy D. MARUSICH, Shuji USUI, Luis ZAMORANO,
Kerry MARUSICH, Juergen LEOPOLD

Third Wave Systems, Inc.

7900 West 78th Street Suite 300, Minneapolis, MN USA 55439
e-mail: sales@thirdwavesys.com

The machining of hard metals historically has been understood to be challenging and
costly due to its material properties (such as titanium’s low thermal conductivity and high
hardness, and nickel’s rapid work-hardening and high strength at elevated temperatures) and
limited understanding in industry of the physics behind chip formation and material removal.
The achievement of meaningful cycle time reductions while maintaining part quality depends
on a capability to model the physics of hard metal machining operations. With the help of a
validated toolpath analysis model that can predict forces at each cutter location, cycle times
and scrap can be reduced and machine breakdown can be avoided, all through off-line analysis.
Productivity and process efficiency can be improved through simulation, drastically reducing
testing setup and machining time. Physics-based modeling technology has been identified as a
cost-effective solution for identifying optimum cutting speeds, enabling researchers and man-
ufacturers to increase material removal rates, reduce machining costs, and enhance industry
expertise in hard metal machining best practices. This paper presents new advances to physics-
based modeling that have been validated using experimental tests and comparisons with finite
element milling simulations, used to compare different process parameters and resulting mate-
rial removal rates, and successfully advance hard metal machining processes.

Key words: machining, process improvement, CAE software, aircraft, metal, titanium.

1. INTRODUCTION

In addition to complicated toolpaths inherent in airframe components, the
machining of titanium alloys and other hard metals pose several challenges due
to low thermal conductivity, high specific cutting power [1] and high hardness.
Commercially-available verification software products provide methods to opti-
mize such toolpaths, but do not incorporate material behavior or cutting force
prediction; [2, 3]. Several empirical models to predict cutting forces in machin-
ing processes have been well documented in the literature [4-8]; and yet, these
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models are not sufficient to simulate the machining of complex aerospace com-
ponents utilizing five-axis toolpaths and predict forces for thousands of cutter
locations and dozens of tools in a quick and efficient manner. However com-
plicated, implementing toolpath analysis into process design can yield a wide
range of benefits in many different areas. With the help of a validated five-axis
toolpath analysis model that can predict forces at each cutter location, cycle
times and scrap can be reduced, and machine breakdown can be avoided, all
through off-line analysis.

2. CAD GEOMETRY AND TOOLPATH IMPORT

Prediction of cutting forces requires identification of chip thickness and local
cutting edge geometry along the flutes or contour of the cutting tool. Machining
houses that manufacture monolithic aerospace components use complicated five-
axis toolpaths typically generated with CAM packages [9, 10]. Commercially-
available verification software [2, 11] can simulate the workpiece and tool ge-
ometries in either their own proprietary formats or in more universally accepted
formats such as STP and STL files. While these packages provide a capabil-
ity to import CNC toolpaths in generally accepted formats (such as G-code or
APT code) and import the tool and workpiece geometry, none of these packages
consolidate geometric information such as chip thickness and chip shape with
material behavior of high temperature alloys to give a unified predictive model
which considers the geometry as well as material behavior. The force model pre-
sented in this paper utilizes its own solid modeling technology, which allows for
the capture of chip loads and process parameters such as cutting speeds, radial
and axial depths of cut, etc., the data from which is in turn fed into the force
calculation kernel described in the next section. The output of this model is thus
in terms of forces, torque and horsepower, rather than just chip load and other
process parameters such as cutting speeds.

A variety of helical end mill geometries are used in the metal cutting in-
dustry. Helical cylindrical, ball end, taper helical ball, bull nosed, and special
purpose end mills are widely used in aerospace, automotive and die machining
industries. Similar varieties also exist in drilling geometries. While the geometry
of each cutter may be different, the mechanics of the milling process at each cut-
ting edge point are common. The model presented in this paper discretizes the
cutting geometry and applies empirically generated force data based on material
behavior.

3. FORCE PREDICTIONS

Correlating the discretized force computations to the five-axis toolpath geom-
etry is the most critical aspect of modeling the physics of machining operations.
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The methodology presented herein utilizes a semi-empirical approach to capture
the material properties in the form of force data. The force data is generated
experimentally as a function of several variables such as cutting speed, feed, and
tool geometry (back rake, side rake angles, etc.). Figure 1 shows a representative
setup used to capture the cutting force data.

Dynamometer

Tool Holder &
Insert

Spindle

¥

F1c. 1. Setup to capture turning force data.

Typically, force data is captured by performing tube turning measurements
since these represent the simplest approach to capturing oblique cutting data.
The data is captured in the form of axial, radial and tangential forces; thus for
each material, tests are performed for several cutting conditions to cover the
typical range of speeds, feeds and tool geometries in terms of rake angles [12].

Figure 2 shows the schematic to collect milling data using the plate dy-
namometer at Third Wave Systems’ Productivity Center in Minneapolis, Min-
nesota. The force directions are captured in the coordinate system shown on the
schematic, with the X-axis representing the feed direction.

Tombstone

Dynamometer

Workpiece

Spindle

< Y
X
Feed Z

F1G. 2. Setup to capture milling force data.
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4. EXPERIMENTAL VALIDATION

The model presented in this paper includes a material database that contains
multiple materials, including commonly used aerospace and automotive mate-
rials such as titanium, nickel, aluminum, and steel alloys. Many standard tool
geometries are also either readily available or can be imported in STP or STL
format. This section contains a comparison between measured and predicted
forces for validation from several different sources.

The first case is a validation of the force model in predicting drilling forces.
A commonly used aerospace material, Ti-6A1-4V, was used as the workpiece
material for modeling and testing. Forces were recorded using a Kistler 9255B
table-mounted dynamometer at Third Wave’s Productivity Center. A total of
eight cases were machined to measure both tangential (F;) and normal (F),)
forces against predicted data. Figure 3 shows the comparison of measured and
predicted force values.

Ti-6Al-4V Validation

2250
[0 Test Data

B Predicted

2000

1750

1500

1250

Force

750

250

Fo BioFa Fighe RyFa Figfa R

t 3 Fa F, F, ,F, Fi, Fa

F] l? n 8

1 6

Case Number

F1a. 3. Force comparison predicted by AdvantEdge FEM and measured
by a dynamometer.

A second case, is validation of the force model predicting milling forces, as
well as the material model prediction for chip shape. Figure 4 shows a machined
chip, as well as the predicted chip behavior as modeled in AdvantEdge FEM 3D.
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Fic. 4. Experimental test chip and predicted chip shape as modeled
in AdvantEdge FEM 3D.

Figure 5 shows the predicted and measured forces of the milling operation
along the X-, Y-, and Z-axes. This case was run at a speed of 146 RPM with a
feed per tooth of 0.1 mm and a 40 percent radial depth of cut.

Force vs Time Analysis
Ti-6Al-4V Milling
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———
/

v R | Experimental Test Data
i o, W : | Force-X
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Fic. 5. Comparison of milling forces predicted by AdvantEdge FEM
and measured by a dynamometer.



8 T.D. MARUSICH et al.

The third case is validation of a force model predicting power exerted on a
Ti-6Al-2Sn-4Zr-2Mo workpiece. Figure 6 shows the measured spindle power la-
beled “TMAC” compared with predictions of the force model labeled “PM” for
the semi-finishing pass. Spindle power was measured using the Caron Engineer-
ing Tool Monitoring Adaptive Control-TMAC system [13]. The experimentally
measured power consumption was then compared with the prediction of the
force model. Instantaneous deviations between predicted and measured spindle
power measurements can be primarily explained as the dynamic effects of the
machine tool system that are captured experimentally.

& Power Validation

Power [HP]

300 450
Time [s]

Fic. 6. Comparison of spindle power predicted by the model and measured by TMAC
for semi-finishing operation.

5. LOAD BALANCING APPROACH

With a validated model that predicts cutting forces (tool coordinate sys-
tem: tangential, axial and radial; or workpiece coordinate system: X, Y and Z),
torques, and spindle power, the next logical step is to utilize the model to identify
areas of improvement to reduce cycle times without affecting the productivity.

Productivity improvements can be achieved by increasing the feed or speed
during the cut. To increase the rate at which the tool is fed while performing a
five-axis machining operation on a high temperature alloy such as a titanium or
nickel alloy, material behavior and specific cutting power should be considered
in addition to the tool-workpiece interactions from a purely geometric perspec-
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tive. This is achieved by using the force model generated using the techniques
illustrated in the “Force Predictions” section of this paper.

To increase productivity, an approach called “load balancing” was used to
analyze cutting forces on the tool (e.g. tangential force) along the entire tool-
path. There are instances where forces are at their peak, while at other instances
along the toolpath the same tool encounters much lower cutting forces. This is
primarily an outcome of tool-workpiece geometric interaction (feeds, tool ori-
entation, and tool and workpiece geometry) and workpiece material behavior
(edge and corner radius affects on the chip load and cutting forces). The entire
toolpath was analyzed and cutting forces encountered by the tool and workpiece
during the entire toolpath for each cutter location were computed, for all tools
being called out.

In a typical multi-axis pocketing operation, a tool enters the pocket at the
bottom center and gradually cuts the pocket from “inside-out” in a rectangular
motion; in some CAM packages this is referred to as “outward helical” opera-
tion. The tangential force signature encountered by a tool during this pocketing
operation with a workpiece material of Ti-6Al-2Sn-4Zr-2Mo is shown in Fig. 7.
Maximum forces are encountered at the beginning of the pocketing operation
when the tool plunged blindly into the workpiece. While cutting speeds and feeds
were kept constant throughout the pocketing operation, the chip load encoun-
tered by the tool varied throughout the pocketing operation. The tool initially
encountered a peak force of 9682 N; for subsequent passes, it encountered forces
of 6964 N. Thus, it was possible to increase feeds in this sequence where peak
tangential forces encountered by the tool were still less than the total peak
tangential force encountered by this tool during the entire operation.

Tangential Force vs Time
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F1a. 7. Tangential force encountered by the tool.
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The results, as shown in Fig. 7, are considered to be the baseline for load
balancing. At each cutter location the model then compares the calculated base-
line cutting forces against the upper and lower force limits set by the user. If the
allowable force is higher than the currently calculated force, the feed is increased
to achieve the maximum allowable force. If the allowable force is lower than the
force calculated in the baseline, the feed is reduced proportionately to achieve a
lowered force. The word optimization is used in this sense to indicate the load
balancing approach; these two phrases are used interchangeably throughout the
remainder of this paper.

For the baseline force signature shown in Fig. 7, if a minimum force limit
of 7100 N is specified and the maximum force limit of 9682 N is maintained,
the optimization yields a new sequence time of 119.8 seconds. With a baseline
sequence time of 215.2 seconds, this means an approximate savings of 44 percent,
as shown in Fig. 8. Notice that the peak force encountered by the tool did not
exceed the original maximum value of 9682 N. It is important to note that during
load balancing, spindle speeds were kept unchanged.

B Current Result

Tangential Fi Tim
Angandal Fore s Time B Previous Result

Tangential Force [N]

1936.6 3873.2 5809.7 7746.3 96829

|

|

i i I al || | | A

0.0 43.0 86.1 129.1 1722 215.2
Time [s]

0.0
e

F1a. 8. Comparison of baseline (previous result) and optimized (current result) force signatures.

6. APPLICATION

Consider an aerospace part machined from a Ti-6Al-4V rectangular plate
with dimensions of 285 mm x 160 mm x 55 mm. The minimum thickness of the
walls is 7 mm and the lowest feed/tooth is 0.025 mm/tooth. Thus this simulation
requires a scale difference of 285 mm/0.025 mm — 11360X — to represent its
longest to shortest length scales and capture several magnitude length scales
in between. The part calls in four different tools to perform several pocketing
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operations on the rectangular plate to achieve the final part geometry. Figure 9
shows the finished workpiece geometry along with the toolpath.

F1G. 9. Aerospace pocket component.

For the sake of the current example, only representative operations by each
tool were considered; thus, the total cycle time of the entire part was only a
fraction of total cycle time. Each tool encountered different maximum and min-
imum chip loads and correspondingly different maximum and minimum cutting
forces. Figure 10 shows the baseline results noted as “previous results” (tangen-

Tangential Force vs Time B Current Result

B Previous Result

8800.0 11000.0

6600.0

0.0

4401

‘,"' I/ |

Tangential Force [N]

2200.0
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i ' ik PR
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F1c. 10. Comparison of baseline and optimized force signature.
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tial forces before load balancing) as well as optimized results noted as “current
results” (tangential forces after load balancing.) The total “in cut” machining
cycle time for all four tools was reduced from 973 seconds to 734 seconds, ap-
proximately a 25 percent improvement in productivity. It is important to note
that the peak forces encountered by each tool were different and, correspond-
ingly, the limits of tangential forces used to balance the loads on each tool were
set separately.

The example above utilized only changes to the cutting feeds. Other ap-
proaches to further improve productivity, such as additional analysis using dif-
ferent tool geometries or toolpaths, are beyond the scope of this paper, yet
yield even higher savings in cycle times using the same predictive force model
presented here.

7. CONCLUSION

An accurate prediction of five-axis machining process behavior, including
cutting forces and horsepower consumption, is necessary for the understanding
of the process and for subsequent improvements to be made. It is possible to
predict forces over the entire toolpath using analytical and numerical techniques
to extend an empirical database to generalized cutting conditions. This semi-
empirical model is able to predict torque and cutting forces encountered by
the tool for drilling and milling operations. Using the same model, it is also
possible to achieve a tangible reduction of cycle time while maintaining part
quality.

REFERENCES
1. STEPHENSON D.A., AcApriou J.S., Metal Cutting Theory and Practice, Second Edition,
CRC, Boca Raton, FL, 19, 2006.
2. CG Tech, Vericut, www.cgtech.com/usa/products/.
3. DIEHL S.A., TrueMill® White Paper, www.surfware.com/truemill_toolpath_strategies.aspx

4. DEVOR R.E., KLINE W.A., ZDEBLICK W.J.; A Mechanistic Model for the Force System
in End Milling with Application to Machining Airframe Structures, Proceedings of the 8th
North American Manufacturing Research, 297, 1980.

5. NakavamA K., Arar M., TAkEl K., Semi-empirical equations for three components of
resultant cutting force, Annals of the CIRP, 32, 1, 33-35, 1983.

6. BROWN C.A., A Practical Method for Estimating Forces from Tool-chip Contact Area,
Annals of the CIRP, 32, 1, 91-95, 1983.

7. STEPHENSON D.A., Acapriou J.S., Calculation of Main Cutting Edge Forces and Torque
for Drills with Arbitrary Point Geometries, International Journal of Machine Tool Man-
ufacturing, 32, 4, 521-538, 1992.



10.
11.
12.

13.

NEW ADVANCES IN THE MACHINING OF HARD METALS. .. 13

SRINIVAS B.K., The Forces in Turning, SME Technical Paper, MR82-947, 1982.

Siemens PLM Software, NX CAM, www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/
nx/machining/machining/index.shtml.

Dassault Systems, CATIA, www.3ds.com/products/catia/catia-discovery/.
Predator Software Inc., Predator SDK, www.predator-software.com/virtualcnc.htm.

STEPHENSON D.A., BANDOPADHYAY P., Process-Independent Force Characterization for
Metal Cutting Simulation, Transactions of the ASME, 119, 1997.

Caron Engineering, Inc., www.caron-eng.com/.

Received May 10, 2011; revised version January 4, 2013.



ENGINEERING TRANSACTIONS e Engng. Trans. e 61, 1, 15-31, 2013
Polish Academy of Sciences o Institute of Fundamental Technological Research (IPPT PAN)
National Engineering School of Metz (ENIM)

Parametric Study of Numerically Modelled Delamination
Process in a Composite Structure Subjected
to Dynamic Loading

Lukasz MAZURKIEWICZ, Krzysztof DAMAZIAK,
Jerzy MALACHOWSKI, Pawel BARANOWSKI

Military University of Technology
Faculty of Mechanical Engineering
Department of Mechanics and Applied Computer Science

Kaliskiego 2, 00-908 Warszawa, Poland
e-mail: {lmazurkiewicz, kdamaziak, jerzy.malachowski, pbaranowski}@wat.edu.pl

Composite materials, especially those fibre reinforced, thanks to their advantages, are be-
ing used in a growing number of industries. However, the complex structure of these materials
results in many analytical problems. One such problematic field is to model failure of a com-
posite, and especially the delamination process. The aim of this paper is to find a suitable
method of layer connection modelling with the ability to describe delamination phenomena.
A few chosen modelling parameters are investigated with respect to a parametric delamination
numerical model.

Key words: fibre reinforced laminates (FRC), progressive crushing, cohesive modelling.

1. INTRODUCTION

Composite materials, particularly Fibre Reinforced Laminates (FRC), among
other advantages are characterized by high specific strength and stiffness, weather
resistance and increasingly lower costs of production. Elements made of com-
posite materials also have high crashworthiness, which means that they are able
to absorb a high amount of impact energy. Moreover, energy absorption can
proceed in a controlled way [1, 2]. Thanks to its properties, composites make
an excellent material for panels that reduce the effects of energy-intensive load
due to outbreak acting on structural components [3]. However, to get the best
energy-absorbing properties, it is necessary to conduct analyses of such panels
to optimize its shape and internal layout, though the internal structure of FRC
cause a number of modelling difficulties. Besides complex material properties, it
is also very important to map destruction mechanisms of fibres and the matrix.
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Due to the large amount of absorbed energy, the process of progressive crushing,
where the main mechanism is delamination of the individual composite layers, is
of particular interest. Since the analysis of elements made of FRC requires very
complex modelling tools and, with the number of different coefficients included
[4, 5], the influence of these coefficients on results and behaviour of the numer-
ical model should be investigated. Because progressive crush phenomena are of
particular interest in energy absorbing applications, the authors have focused
their attention on several parameters related to delamination modelling.

Over recent decades, the modelling of progressive crush of FRC has attracted
the attention of many researchers. Numerous modelling methods were developed
in order to properly describe delamination phenomena. One of the most popular
approaches is to use the so called decohesion material model. The cohesive-
zone concept was originally introduced by BARENBLATT [6] and DUGDALE [7]
(some authors also recognize the contribution of LEONOV and PANASYUK [8])
to describe the near-tip fracture process, and it has gained great popularity
as a tool for simulating delamination, debonding, fracture, and fragmentation,
via the Finite Element Method (FEM). A body of publications showing this
approach can be found. For instance, the authors of [9] reference around thirty
of these. What should be noted though, is that only a few publications are
available where the explicit simulation of progressive interface debonding were
performed for a model with realistic geometry [10]. On the other hand, the
application of composites for protection against outbreak requires quite large
structural elements.

This paper shows one of the stages of research aimed to find the best way to
include delamination in the simulation of real construction elements. Following
some guidelines found in the literature, the very first FE models were made of
shell elements (see Fig. la). Unfortunately, it so happens that this approach

a) b)

F1c. 1. a) Shell discreet model of FRC element; and b) instabilities in a non-loaded model.
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leads to numerical instabilities. Despite changes in shell element formulation or
element size, it was not possible to stabilize the solution. A typical symptom of
instabilities is shown in Fig. 1b, where stress and deformation fields on the free
(not loaded) structure are presented.

Due to the above problems, it was decided that the analysed structure would
be modelled using 3D hexagonal elements and 2D interface cohesive elements.
Keeping in mind the stability problems of 2D models, the authors decided to
repeat numerical tests on a small coupon, which was used to identify material
properties. Additionally, in order to verify the stability of the problem as an
influence of some parameters on analysis of the results, a parametric study was
carried out.

2. RESEARCH OBJECT

The research object is a rectangular coupon as shown in Fig. 2a. It is made
of FRC (glass fibres) and has dimensions, 50 mm x 25 mm x 5 mm. It consists
of four layers, each made of a fabric composed of four unidirectional layers
with directions 0°/45°/90°/ — 45°. One end of coupon has a 45° chamfer, which

a) b)

Displacement

NONINONINININININININININININININININININININININ

7/

Reaction

A force

F1G. 2. a) Research object and b) discretisation of the research object.
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serves as a delamination initiator. The FEM mesh is shown in Fig. 2b. Each
layer was meshed using one row of hexagonal eight-node solid elements with one
integration point. Layers were connected using eight-node cohesive interface
elements.

Enforced motion along the y-axis was prescribed to the upper part of the
coupon, while the bottom end impacted a rigid surface.

3. CONSTITUTIVE MODEL

Due to the nature of the investigated phenomena, the LS-Dyna explicit code
was chosen as an analysis tool. From the number of composite material models
available in the software, MAT_162 was chosen. This material model is specially
designated to model failure mechanisms observed in composite materials consist-
ing of unidirectional and woven fabric layers, and its usefulness was confirmed
by the authors [11, 12].

3.1. Orthotropic material model for composite materials

In unidirectional laminates, the material properties are different along the
fibre axis and along two other axes and thus the orthotropic material model is
used in this research. The constitutive matrix is defined as [13]:

i 1 Vab Vea 7
- — 0 0 0
Eaa Ebb Ecc
Vab 1 Vi
— — = 0 0 0
Eaa Ebb Ecc
Vea Vpe 1
— — 0 0 0
(31> C—l _ Eaa Ebb Ecc
1
0 0 0 0 0
Gab
0 0 0 0 ! 0
Gbc
0 0 0 0 0 L
I Gow

where Euq, Ev, Eee, Gap, Goey, Geas Vabs Ve, Vea, are material constants obtained
from experimental tests.
The material layout with respect to the material axes is presented in Fig. 3.



PARAMETRIC STUDY OF NUMERICALLY MODELLED DELAMINATION

ilc

e T
p Fa f -&<\
e 1<
- B o

Fi1c. 3. Material directions.

8.2. Fuailure criteria for composite material

In the chosen material model layer, failure criteria have been established
by adopting the methodology developed by Hashin [13] with a generalization

to include the affect of highly constrained pressure on composite failure. The
following failure criteria are available in the model [14]:
e Tensile/shear fibre failure mode

2 2 2
o TS + T,
2 Fy= (" —ab e 1=
(3 ) ' (SaT> Jr< SJQTS > 0

e Compression fibre failure mode

U’>2
33) F=(2o) —1=o,
(33) B (Sac

where o), = —0,+ (%)
e Fibre crush failure mode
2
(3.4) F3= L) 1= 0, where  p= _Tat oyt e
Src 3
e Perpendicular matrix mode
0’2— 2 T 2 Tab 2
3.5) Fy=[=t +<—C) +<L) —1=0,
(3:5) ! (SbT> She Sap
where Sp. = Spe + tan(p) (—op)
e Parallel matrix mode
o+ \2 - 2 N\ 2
3.6 = < < @) _1=0
( ) i <ScT> - <Sllalc) " <Sca ’
where

She = Spe + tan(p) (—oc)

19



20 L. MAZURKIEWICZ et al.

In the equations above, the indices a, b, ¢, denote directions in the material
coordinate system, T and C stand for tension and compression, ¢ and 7 are

normal and shear stresses, and S are stress limits.

Static material properties were obtained from real-life tests (tension and
compression in fibre and crossfibre directions, shearing in the planes 12, 23 and

31) and are shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Results of an experimental test of FRC.

Young modulus in tension (1) El, GPa 21.7
Young modulus in tension (2) Ef, GPa 605
Young modulus in compression (1) E¢, GPa 224
Young modulus in compression (2) Eg, GPa 748
Poisson (12) Vab - 0.19
Poisson (21) Vba - 0.099
Poisson (23) Vbe — 0.40
Shear modulus (12) Gab GPa 3.20
Shear modulus (21) Gpa GPa 224
Shear modulus (32) Gep GPa 167
Tensile strength (1) R, MPa 402
Tensile strength (2) R}, MPa 344
Compression strength (1) R, MPa 375
Compression strength (2) bb MPa 110
Shear strength (12) Sab MPa 458
Shear strength (21) Sha MPa 477
Shear strength (32) Sca MPa 337
Tension failure strain (1) et 0.020
Tension failure strain (2) en - 0.0065
Compression failure strain (1) €aa - 0.017
Compression failure strain (2) erp - 0.020
Shear failure strain (12) Sab - > 0.05
Shear failure strain (21) Sba - > 005
Shear failure strain (32) 8ca - 0.019

Data provided by M. Klasztorny, P. Gotowicki, D. Nycz, Military University
of Technology, Department of Mechanics and Applied Computer Science.

3.3. Cohesive interface constitutive model

Besides composite material data, additional input defining the cohesive in-
terface has to be defined. Its traction-separation behaviour was given by energy
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release rates for modes I and II, and peak traction in the normal and tangential
directions (Fig. 4). A detailed description of this model can be found in [15].

traction
composite elements 4

s

1

i

H <,
1

1

(1

———————T

composite elements of

J,

i

F1aG. 4. Cohesive model used in analyses [15].

The ultimate mixed mode displacement is [15]:

—1/2
T \? [SB2\
<G—[C) + <—Gic) ] Where ﬁ = (5[[/(5[

and where T" and S are ultimate stress in normal and tangential directions, d;
and dj; are the separation in normal and tangential directions, and Gjc and
G o are the release energies for models I and II.

_ 1+

(3.7) o 0

4. PARAMETRIC STUDIES

Initial analyses of coupon crushing showed that the FE model has a very
different displacement pattern compared to the one seen in real-life tests. Since
material data were taken from real-life tests, the cause of different numerical
model behaviour has to lie in typical FE-related problems, such as an inadequate
contact model, mesh density, etc. Therefore, a parametric study of the model
was performed concerning:

thickness of cohesive elements,

mesh density and density of interface elements,
contact stiffness (penalty stiffness factor),

properties of cohesive elements (energy release rate and peak traction),
and with respect to maximum crushing force.
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Numerical analyses were performed using a transient dynamics procedure with
explicit central difference time integration. The equations to be solved have the
following form:

(4.1) M, = F>' — F"t _ g,

where M is the diagonal mass matrix, FX' is the external and body force loads,
F" is the stress divergence vector, and C' is the dumping matrix.

4.1. Thickness of cohesive elements

Three different thicknesses of cohesive elements were investigated: Case A —
0.00 mm, Case B — 0.01 mm, and Case C — 0.10 mm (see Fig. 5).

cohesive cohesive cohesive
elements elements elements

F1G. 5. Analysis cases — thickness of cohesive elements.

Displacement patterns are shown in Fig. 6. As one can see, Case A is nu-
merically unstable, while Case C shows that the distance between composite
layers is too big and, after separation (cohesive element failure), there is space
allowing for artificial bending of layers.

The results obtained for Case B and Case C in terms of vertical force is
shown in Fig. 7. It can be seen that the non-physical behaviour observed in the
displacement pattern of Case C somehow does not strongly affect vertical force
values.

The energy balance for Case B is presented in Fig. 8. The energy dissipated
by cohesive elements has negative values (marked green). The internal energy
of composite elements (red) is growing due to the deformation process and the
total energy of the system is lower due to the process of dissipation.

The energy dissipated by the cohesive interface (Fig. 9) is significantly higher
in Case B. This difference is caused by a different thickness of elements mod-
elling composite layers, which was increased compared to Case C due to the
reduced thickness of interface elements. Higher layer stiffness resulted in higher
deformation of cohesive elements during coupon bending, since layers tended to
separate instead of bend.
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F1G. 6. Stress map and displacement of the models analysed
(for model A, B and C, respectively).
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Fic. 7. Vertical force versus displacement for cases B and C.
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F1c. 9. Cohesive interface energy dissipation.

4.2. Mesh density

Three different FE models were built, as described in Table 2. The mesh
layouts obtained are shown in Fig. 10.
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Table 2. Analysis of cases in a mesh density parametric study.

Case A | Case B | Case C
Number of solid elements per layer (composite) thickness | 1 (16) 1 (16) 2 (32)

Number of cohesive elements per composite thickness 7 15 15

cohesive elements cohesive elements cohesive elements

TIT, JS, 77T

A . B 4"

F1G. 10. Mesh layouts for the analysis of cases.

The deformed shapes of the model for all three cases are shown in Fig. 11.
Once again it can be noted, that models with one element representing one
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Fic. 11. Stress map and displacement of analysed models
(respectively for model A, B and C according to Fig. 10).
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layer are too stiff, preventing single layers from bending properly. This prob-
lem lays in the mathematical formulation of hexagonal elements with just one
integration point as used in the examples presented. The usage of such simple
elements is explainable and is because numerical analyses using explicit codes
are always a trade off between integration speed and accuracy. Nevertheless, in
the cases discussed, the low quality of elements obviously affected the results
obtained.

The response of the models, with respect to vertical force is shown in Fig. 12.
The curves obtained confirm the observation made based on deformation shapes.
Case C, with two elements per layer, is less stiff than the other two.

0 ! - : _A_Model A
_B _Model B

_C ModelC
0.5

'
-
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1.5

Reaction force [kN]
~
1

®
wm
il

0 0.5 1 15
Displacement [mm)]

F1a. 12. Vertical force as a function of displacement for the analysed models.

The addition of cohesive interfaces (more delamination planes) in Model B re-
sult in higher energy being dissipated by that interface, as compared to Model A
(Fig. 13).

The usage of a thickness of two elements per layer (Case C) allow a better
description of bending, which result in lower stress values in the coupon and
a more even load of cohesive elements. Model B is too stiff, which leads to
the development of negative X stress components in the middle part of the
coupon. These stresses prevent cohesive elements from opening. As a result, the

dissipated energy is significantly smaller than in the case of the more flexible
Model C.
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Fic. 13. Cohesive interface energy dissipation.

4.3. Contact stiffness

The next parameter investigated was contact stiffness. The implemented
contact formulation is based on a penalty function approach. In segment based
contact, stiffness is described as follows:

SFS 2
B m11me9 1
(4.2) kes = 0.5SLSFACY  or <m1 + mz) <Atc (t)> ’
SEM

where SLSFAC is a scaling factor for sliding interface penalties, SF'S is a scaling
factor for slave penalty stiffness, SFM is a scaling factor for master penalty
stiffness, and mj and my are the masses of slave and master segments.

The stiffness factors SFS and SFM were changing in two contact interfaces:

e between base and composite — from 0.001 to 2,

e and between composite layers — from 0.001 to 2.

The results obtained are shown in Fig. 14. As can be seen, the penalty
value in contact interfaces has no real influence on the vertical force, but very
low values of contact stiffness between the base and composite cause a failure
of the contact algorithm. The coupon model has penetrated through the base
surface.



28 L. MAZURKIEWICZ et al.

—
=
=
0
[y |
-
®
o
=
o
c
2
=
Qo
o
@
14

120
BFeasible
Oinfeasible

FiG. 14. Response surface of crushing force as a function of contact stiffness factors.

4.4. Cohesive stiffness

The last parameter to be checked is the stiffness of cohesive elements. One
particular reason to perform such study was to learn parametric of FE model on
possible errors in G or G estimates. This time, the variable parameters were
(see Fig. 15):

e energy release rate, Grc = 0.01 < 10 J/mm? and G ¢ = 5G ¢,

e and peak traction in normal and tangential directions, 7' = 5 = 100 MPa

and S =2T.
T- __________________
=
=l
E
; <« ch -

Displacement )

F1G. 15. Traction-separation curve for cohesive elements with red arrows representing changes
in the variables.
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The results of the analyses are shown on Fig. 16. It can be seen that the
coupon FE model is very sensitive to changes in cohesive material properties
as far as to make the numerical model unstable (higher values of energy release
rates cause shear locking).
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3
o

Reaction force * 25 [N]

Fia. 16. Response surface of crushing force as a function of energy release rate and peak
traction: a) Grc = 0.01 + 1 J/mm?; and b) Gj¢ = 0.1 + 10 J/mm?.

5. RESULTS DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

One of the most important conclusions is that numerical modelling of pro-
gressive crush phenomena is very challenging. Despite the fact that the cohesive
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material model is well established, it is quite difficult to conduct a stable analysis
of the process. Additionally, the internal structure of FRC has to be adequately
described, which leads to very large and complicated FE models.

Typical limitations of (or rather, incorrect use of) the FE approach manifest
themselves during tests. A too large thickness of interface elements leads to
the generation of an artificial space between composite layers, which lead to
nonphysical behaviour of layers after delamination. An insufficient number of
elements-per-layer thickness makes that a single layer is too stiff for bending.

An analysis of the results obtained show that most of the investigated pa-
rameters do not greatly affect the crushing force value, with the exception of
energy release rates. This means, that just like other material data, G, Gy, and
traction need to be accurately acquired. Therefore, material data taken from lit-
erature should be treated as preliminary data only. At the moment, the authors
are carrying out real-life tests in order to obtain the fracture toughness of FRC.
This means that both the experimental stages of material data acquisition as
well as the FE analyses are very laborious and time consuming as far as the lack
of usability in the case of modelling real objects is concerned.
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This study focuses on the rubber structure behaviour assessment under dynamic load-
ing using numerical methods. Dynamic simulations of the TNT explosion under the tire-
suspension system were performed using the explicit LS-Dyna code using Arbitrary Lagrangian-
Eulerian formulation with Jones Wilkins Lee (JWL) equation defining the explosive material.
During analyses two different constitutive materials were used: Mooney-Rivlin without rate-
dependency and Ogden rubberlike material (MAT 181 Simplified Rubber) which includes strain
rate effects. Consequently, tire rubber material behaviour was investigated and compared for
two simulated cases.

Key words: rubber, constitutive models, strain rate, dynamic loading, suspension system,
tire.

1. INTRODUCTION

Due to its mechanical characteristics, including ability to reversible deforma-
tion under the loading of mechanical forces, rubber is very popular in various
forms in many industries. One of these branches is the automotive industry,
where materials and rubber-based composites are often used to produce tires
with high strength and durability. Moreover, elastomeric structures because of
their low modulus and high damping characteristics are used to absorb energy in
dynamic loadings (impulse or impacts) as isolations bearings, shocks absorbers,
etc. All above shows that an accurate assessment of their mechanical properties
in various operational conditions have much importance in engineering appli-
cations. After material development there is a need to conduct experiments to
determine the material properties and to validate a specific model of rubber.
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Therefore, the dynamic behaviour of the elastomeric material at high and low
strain rates have to be examined.

Mechanical properties of rubber in static experimental tests were effectively
determined and understood [1, 2] and the behaviour under high-strain rates
loading recently becomes more thoroughly investigated with both compression
and tension characteristics taking into consideration. Based on literature review
it can be noticed that majority of authors determined compression behaviour of
elastomers using modified versions of Split Hopkinson Pressure Bar device [3-6]
or using finite element method simulating various types of dynamic loading [7-9].

Several authors published results of the dynamic tensile tests, which were
performed on the high speed extension device based on a Charpy impact tester
[3, 10, 11], using the freely expanding ring technique [12, 13] or using the cat-
apult apparatus [3]. Generally, rubber-like materials behaviour was assessed in
strain rates between 200 s~! (catapult apparatus) through 435 s~! (Charpy
impact tester) up to 13800 s~! (expanding ring). Based on above it can be
concluded that mechanical behaviour of major elastomeric structures mainly
depends on large strains, high strain rate (above 10 s~!) and nonlinear vis-
coelastic response.

Furthermore, it should be pointed out that in presented results failure strain
increases with strain rate and also the maximum stresses rises with strain rates
but at some point stress-strain curves become almost invariant to rate. This
phenomenon is presented in Fig. 1a, which shows an influence of strain rate on
the yielding process of the steel material and in Fig. 1b illustrating the com-
parison stress-strain characteristics of rubber-like materials in different strain
rates.
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F1G. 1. a) Influence of strain rate on the yielding process of steel material [14] and b) comparison
of stress/strain curves for rubber-like materials [3].
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The authors of this paper decided to carry out numerical computations of
an explosion under the terrain vehicle tire with suspension system. The main
objective was to examine a dynamic behaviour of the tire with blast pressure
propagation velocity taking into account, which together with other factors like
strain rates, gas products characteristics, high reaction rate and exothermic
effects have the biggest influence on how the detonation proceeds and what
destruction it has [15, 16].

2. ANALYSES CONDITIONS

An object of investigations of presented researches is the suspension system
with the tire. The major suspension system parts are: motor-car body, longitu-
dinal, spring, axle, axle bush, hub, drum brake, steel rim and wheel. Geometries
of the wheel and other suspension elements were achieved thanks to the reverse
engineering technology [17, 18] (Fig. 2).

F1G. 2. Suspension system model, 1) Tire, 2) Drum brake, 3) Rim, 4) Axle bush,
5) Axle, 6) Spring, 7) Longitudinal and other hidden elements.

As mentioned before, material model with rate dependency (Ogden rubber-
like material) and without rate effect taking into consideration (Mooney-Rivlin)
were used in numerical analyses and results for both cases were compared. Ma-
terial parameters for Mooney-Rivlin were estimated from one of the curves (for
a quasi-static loading), which were used in Ogden rubberlike material also. Thus,
in order to consider rate dependency in Ogden rubberlike material the load curve
defining stress-strain characteristic of the material was replaced by the table with
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a number of load curves defining the material response at the different strain
rate (Fig. 3) [7]. Each material was implemented into the tire rubber major
elements like tread and sidewall.
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F1G. 3. Force versus actual change in gauge length for different strain rates [7].

Also, similar to the actual tire, steel cords were arranged inside radially and
circumferentially [20-22]. A detailed description of the tire modelling can be
found in the previous authors literature [17, 18]. FE model of the tire (without

tread) is

presented in Fig. 4.

F1G. 4. FE tire model components (1. Tread, 2. Inner fabric, 3. Carcass, 4. Sidewall,
5a. Circumferential cords, 5b. Radial cords, 6. Bead core with cords) [17, 18].
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In presented researches previously developed suspension system with the
tire was subjected to a dynamic loading, more precisely, to pressure wave gen-
erated from the TNT explosion. Dynamic simulations were performed using the
explicit LS-Dyna code using Arbitrary Lagrangian-Eulerian formulation with
Jones Wilkins Lee (JWL) equation defining the explosive material [23]. Suspen-
sion system presented in Fig. 2 was modified by adding a simplified motor-car
body, which simulated reflection effects of the pressure wave [17, 18]. All steel-
like components were modeled using steel material with parameters taken from
literature [19]. Due to the symmetric geometry of the vehicle (suspension sys-
tem) only one wheel was taken into account (Fig. 5).

e ~25% mass associated

AIR

EuIeLian domain

0.3m- T _T

F1G. 5. Suspension system with ALE blast modeling.

Tire pressure was simulated using airbag model with Green function closed
volume integration [23].Tire destruction effect caused by the explosion was sim-
ulated using the failure criterion based on the effective strain failure variable.
As stated before, in simulations authors used TNT charge with the total mass
of 6.34 kg according to NATO STANAG 4569 standard. Charges were located
0.3 m under the wheel and displaced by 0.3 m towards the end of axle. Con-
sequently, results from both analyses were compared with two described earlier
constitutive tire rubber models taking into consideration.

3. EXPLOSION PROCESS DESCRIPTION

In presented investigations for explosion simulation the Arbitrary Lagrangian-
Eulerian formulation was used, where it was necessary to define an Eulerian air
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domain, in which the explosive pressure wave propagates. Additionally, on the
outer walls of it a non-reflecting option was applied, which considers the flow of
the pressure outside the domain. The air is considered as simple ideal gas with
linear polynomial equation of state [23]:

(3.1) p=(Cs+Csp) E,

where = p/po: p is density, pp is initial density; Cy and C5 are polynomial
equation coefficients, E is internal energy.

The ALE procedure consists of two major steps: the classical Lagrangian
step and the advection Eulerian step. The advection step is carried out with the
assumption that nodes displacements are very small in comparison to charac-
teristics of elements surrounding these nodes, e.g. dimensions. Moreover, in this
procedure a constant topology of mesh is provided.

The governing equations for the fluid domain (Euler domain) describe the
conservation of mass, momentum and energy [23]:

dM  d
2) — == = -
(32) —- == [ pdV y{p(w v) -nds,
V() S(t)
Q
(33) — =5 [ pudV = fpv(w—y)-ndS— YpdV+/vng,
V() S(t) V() V()
E
(3.4) %Z% pedV:fpe(wQ%NdS/py~nd5+/pg~de,
S(t)

V(t) 5(t)

where p is fluid mass density; p is pressure; g is acceleration of gravity; e is total

specific energy. The quantities M, @) and E are total mass, total momentum
and total energy, respectively, of a control volume V' (¢), bounded by a surface S,
which moves in the fluid (gas-air) with arbitrary velocity w which may be zero

in Eulearian coordinates or v in Lagrangian coordinates. The vector n is the

outwards normal to the surface S.

In both cases it was necessary to implement the detonation process of the
high explosive material into the model using so called “explosive burn” material
model. In this approach the energy of high explosive (HE) material is assumed
to be suddenly released inside the front of detonation wave. Detonation process
requires to model the movement of the products of detonation (PD) after they
reach subsequent specific locations by the detonation wave (DW) front. Applied
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explosive burn model was modelled with the JonesWilkinsLee (JWL) equation
of state with the following form [23]:

w w we dFE d
. = A1 - — —R2)+Bl1 - — P 2
(35) p ( Rm) exp(—Ri7)+ < Rﬁ) exp(—ap) + 5 0F = 2.

where p = ppe/p is density of products of detonation; e = pp.e is specific internal
energy of PD; pp. refers to density of HE; p represents pressure of PD; A, B,
Ry, Ry, w are empirical constants determined for the specific type of HE

Table 1. TNT parameters for the JWL equation of state [19, 24].

Material p [kg/m?] A [Pa] B [Pa] R1 [] R2 [] w [
TNT 1630 3.712e+11 3.231e+9 4.150 0.900 0.3

4. RUBBER CONSTITUTIVE MODELS

Two chosen constitutive materials laws which are available in LS-Dyna pack-
age were investigated: Mooney-Rivlin material model, which doesn’t include
strain rates and Ogden rubberlike with rate-dependency option. Both are within
a large group of materials which behave differently during loading (Fig. 6) and
their constitutive relationship between stress and strain is formulated by non-
linear elasticity theory, called hyperelasticity [25-27].

G 'y
Tension

_____
-

. £
Compression /| _._._. Hiperelastic material
—— Linear material

]
!
x
i

i

F1G. 6. Stress-strain curve for (non-linear) hyperelastic material [25].

A hyperelastic material is path independent and allows calculating the second
Piola-Kirchhoff stress tensor [23, 26, 27]:

ow
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where W = 171\/(0) — is a derivative of the energy functional, C = F'F —is a
right Cauchy-Green strain tensor (F = Grad x).

In LS-Dyna two families of hyperelastic materials can be found. The first one
is based on energy functional expressed in the invariants of the right Cauchy-
Green tensor [23, 26, 27

(4.2) W =W (I, I, I3),
where

I,=1:C=trcC, L=-(I}-C:C), I3 = det C.

N | =

Then, the derivative yields is given by [23, 26, 27]:

oW oW oW
4. S=2—1+4+2— (411 —-C)+2—1,C L.
(43) o1, L T 2og, (M- C)+ 2518

The Cauchy stress o can now be obtained by o = J 'FSF’ | where J = det F
is the relative volume.

The second family of hyperelastic materials is formulated in terms of princi-
ple stretch ratios. Thus, all expression should be rewritten in terms of principal
stretches \;. After decomposition F = RU, R is an orthogonal matrix RTR =1,
U is a positive definite symmetric matrix U2 = C = FTF, the invariants are
given by:

L=X+X+ )0 L=MA3+ 2303 + A1\,
(4.4)
I3 = \{A3A; = J?

and the Cauchy stress o and the principal engineering stress 7 can be obtained
from [23, 26, 27

1 oW ow

4.5 = NApo; = 75 = .
(4:5) D VW WGt M A )

One of the most popular rubber constitutive model which is also used in pre-
sented investigations is the Mooney-Rivlin model [19, 20, 25-27]. Mathematical
description of this model includes the elementary function of strain energy W,
which is an elementary strain tensor function:

(4.6) W = A(L — 3) + B(I; — 3) +C<% - 1> + D(I3 — 1),
3
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where A (C1o) and B (Cp1) are material parameters. The last two expressions
with the parameters C' and D are hydrostatic terms given by [23, 26, 27]:

(4.7) C =054+ B,

A(5v —2) + B(11v — 5)
21 — 2v) ’

(4.8) D=

where v is Poisson’s ratio.
The second material model used in computations is MAT Simplified Rubber,
which is based on the Ogden law [7, 9, 23, 28, 29]:

3 n
(49) W= B (Y 1)+ K(J—1-1nJ)
Qj

i=1 j=1
n 3 *Qup
o Hp |\ AL J—-1
:01_27[)‘1‘102 : +K 7
p=1 k=1
where «; are non-integer, J = AA2A3 and A} = \J Y3 K is a material

parameter that controls the size enclosed by the failure surface.

In this material Ogden functional is internally determined from the uniaxial
engineering stress-strain curve by defining a tabulated of the principal stretch
ratio as follows [7, 9, 23, 28, 29]:

n

(110)  FO) =D A = o= | FO) -
p=1 j=1

J—1
f(A) +KT.

W =

5. SIMULATIONS RESULTS

From the performed analyses the tire destruction and overall suspension
system elements deformation were obtained. The main aforementioned objec-
tive was to compare each material behaviour during TNT explosion. Firstly,
the internal energy of the tire was compared, which characteristic is presented
in Fig. 7. The comparison graph of stress wversus strain for the selected finite
element (closest to the explosive charge) is presented in Fig. 8. Strain rates
characteristics for both type of explosives and both materials for the same finite
element of the tire are shown in Fig. 9.

It can be noticed, that for the same moment of time the tire destruction isn’t
identical for both material models. As expected the most devastated element
of the examined suspension system is the tire, which consumes most of the
explosive energy. In the Ogden rubberlike material case generated pressure wave
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Fia. 7. Tire internal energy graph for all simulated cases.
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F1G. 8. Stress (equivalent) versus strain characteristics for all simulated cases

(for selected tire element).

caused more damage to vehicle chassis elements, which means that more internal
energy is absorbed by the tire what is clearly noticeable in Fig. 7. Obtained
maximum energy values for Ogden rubberlike are approximately twice time
bigger than for the Mooney-Rivlin material. Taking closer look at the stress
(equivalent)-strain curves presented in Fig. 8 it can be also seen that maximum
stress values for Ogden rubberlike are higher than for Mooney-Rivlin material
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F1G. 9. Strain rate comparison for all cases (for selected tire element).

(about three times), which ideally reflects the strengthening effect presented in
Fig. 1a, which indicates the strain-rate dependency not only on the element
structure but also on its stresses. From the theoretical point of view it is known
that the amount of absorbed energy directly depends on the stress value [23],
which is very well presented in the following results for the chosen finite element.
For Ogden rubberlike material equivalent stresses are higher (Fig. 8).

As mentioned before, for simulating the tire destruction effect the strain
erosion criterion was applied with failure strain value of 120%. This value was
obtained for both materials, however in Mooney-Rivlin material chosen element
was deleted at approximately 117% strain value.

From Fig. 9 it can be seen that strain rates are different for both simulated
materials. In Mooney-Rivlin case obtained maximum strain rates value was ap-
proximately 3.8e+4 s', whereas for Ogden rubberlike it was about 2.0e+4 s,
which seems to be reliable if we take into account the results presented by other
authors [3, 10-13]. This difference between rates for two materials indicates the
absence of rate dependency in Mooney-Rivlin material.

6. CONCLUSIONS

The authors of the presented paper made an attempt of simulating a rubber
structure, which in this case was the vehicle tire, under a dynamic blast wave
loading. Performed analyses have completely confirmed destructive effect of the
explosion under the vehicle chassis. As expected, the most devastated element
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of the examined suspension system is the tire, which consumes the most of
the detonation energy which results in its destruction. By implementing them
into the discrete model of the investigated object a high accuracy of numerical
solution is provided

Presented results shows, that by choosing the proper constitutive material
for the specific phenomenon a high accuracy and reliability of numerical solu-
tion is provided. From the above results the general conclusion is that for such
strongly dynamic phenomenon as blast explosion the material with rate depen-
dency is necessity. In presented tests the authors used the strain-rate material
characteristics taken from literature. Therefore, in subsequent stages the Ogden
rubberlike material used in investigations will be more thoroughly tested with
the particular attention pointed on its possible adoption into the vehicle tire
model. Moreover, complex experimental tests of the rubber and rubber-cord
composite within various loading velocities are planned, which will determine
the strain rate effect on the material structure behaviour with failure process
taking into account. Obtained rate dependency data will be then eventually used
in final stages of carried out investigations.
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The paper presents research on the durability of adhesive composites, which may be used
for the repair of technical objects. Durability of adhesive composites is understood in this paper
as a material ability to transfer long lasting loads. Since that kind of information is not provided
by manufacturers, the long-term strength and fatigue-life of selected adhesive composites are
determined; especially with regard to their use in expedient (temporary) repairs of weapon
systems. The results obtained show that safe values of the maximum long-term and fatigue
loads of the adhesive composites investigated should be a half of the short-term strength
obtained in a static tests.
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1. INTRODUCTION

A large number of failures in military equipment are especially visible dur-
ing different kinds of combat operations. The most common battle failures of
weapon systems are punctures, cracks, breaks, and lack of tightness. Any field
repair actions of damaged weapon systems can be divided into two basic groups:
standard (regular) repairs or expedient (temporary) repairs. Standard repairs
are conducted by exchange of whole broken units or single spare parts, which are
delivered by supply chains of logistic units or obtained from totally destroyed
weapon systems (cannibalization). If possible, a standard repair is preferred, but
it is very difficult to perform in the conditions of combat operations. An expedi-
ent (temporary) repair can be an alternative solution in many cases. An expedi-
ent repair means any improvised action which may lead to broken system being
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temporarily available in order to execute a task [12, 21-23]. There are many
methods that can be used to execute expedient (temporary) repairs in field con-
ditions [11, 25], and it seems to be that adhesive materials have a great potential
of providing that actions. This is caused not only by the numerous advantages of
adhesive joints, but also by the increasing capacities of the particular links of the
repair system, such as, reducing work consumption, enabling to perform some
repairs on a lower level, no necessity to use expensive and heavy equipment,
creating possibility of an available soldier and becoming independent of spare
parts [23, 26]. As a result, technical objects’ repairs are more and more often
taking advantage of structural bonding [1, 17, 19], as well as, quick chemically
setting materials; so-called adhesive composites, which create new possibilities
in the scope of temporary or permanent removal of different types of damages
[2, 5]. Modern adhesive composites may provide solutions to many problems,
which can occur as the result of intensive exploitation of military equipment, as
well as, from the influence of the enemy’s munitions.

Adhesive composites applied to field repairs of weapon systems must be
able to transfer great loads and create solid construction joints; therefore, it is
required of them to show high cohesion and adhesion. However, the adhesive
materials are characterised with relatively low durability. These materials are
very sensitive to repair conditions, as well as, that they have limited shear and
long-term strength — the ability to transfer constant loads in time — and limited
fatigue life — the ability to transfer changing loads [5]. Without familiarity with
these properties, the application of adhesive materials is burdened with the risk
of re-damage in a relatively short time after the performed repair.

2. METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH

Currently, a wide range of specialist adhesives for different purposes is pro-
duced. There are many products of numerous companies, but taking the speci-
ficity of field repairs into account, it seems that the most useful are composites
fulfilling the requirements of multi-purpose materials as “super metals” and
those of the quick-setting “rapid” type [2, 24]. Therefore, the main objects of
research are well-known and available in the Polish adhesive composites market
of Belzona, Unirep and Chester Metal.

Application of adhesive composites to repairs requires, among others, de-
termining their durability, which is broadly understood as a material ability to
transfer long-lasting static load (static long-term strength) and their durability
to changing load (fatigue life). Since that information is not provided by the
manufacturers, the main aim of the work is to determine the aforementioned
features of selected adhesive composites with regard to their use in expedient
(temporary) repairs of technical objects.
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Numerous experimental investigations were conducted in order to execute
the planned research, in which specimens of the examined adhesive composites
were used to determine their mechanical properties. Bonded specimens were
used in order to determine the strength of joints made with the examined mate-
rials. It was decided to elaborate the results of experimental investigations with
statistical methods. The arithmetic mean and the standard error of the mean
value were calculated according to the following formulas [8]:

n
T

(2.1) =250

where n is the number of specimens in a lot; z; is the measured result for 7 of
that specimen; and T is the arithmetic mean of n results.

Since n < 30, the confidence interval was defined by means of the Student-
Fischer method for a confidence level of 1—a = 0.95:

_ taS - toS
< Vnn—1) +\/n(n1)>,

where t, is a number satisfying the relation

(2.3)

(2.4) P(|Tp_1] > ta) = a

in which T,,_1 means a random variable of a T-Student distribution of n—1
degrees of freedom.

2.1. Methodology of research on long-term strength

The research on static long-term strength is aimed at an estimation of the
permissible value of loads, for which constant influence does not cause damage
to adhesive joints for at least 500 hours at a temperature of 60°C. The operation
time of a joint was assumed by considering the temporary nature of expedient
repairs. The temperature was assumed by taking into consideration the possi-
bility of the heating up of military equipment exposed to sunlight, as well as the
possibility of repairing elements heating up during operation; i.e. engine blocks,
with adhesive materials [16].

The research on long-term strength was executed with three simultaneous
stages. The first stage consisted in determining the specimens strains loaded
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at increasing temperature (creep curves). In order to determine creep curves,
specially designed and executed devices were used in which the specimens were
loaded with compression coil springs. The characteristics of the springs used were
linear; therefore, the load on the specimen could be selected (with the sufficient
accuracy) on the basis of measurement of spring deflection [13]. The measure-
ment of strain values of the examined specimens was conducted by means of a
mechanical micrometric sensor mounted to the moving component of the device.
The device together with the specimen was placed into a temperature chamber
(Fig. 1). Subsequently, the strain value of the examined adhesives was noted
at the specific time intervals. The research was continued until the increase of
strain stopped, or until the strain increase became negligible. The specimens
used to determine creep curves were made in the form of a cylinder of 12.5 mm
diameter and 25 mm length (Fig. 2a).

F1G. 1. View of the device used to determine creep curves with mounted and loaded specimens.

a) b) c)

$125

25

'

F1G. 2. Shape and dimensions of specimens used to determine properties of adhesive composites.
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The subsequent stage of research allowed determination of the shear strength
of adhesive composites joints. The determined strength was the basis for load se-
lection to long-term tests. In order to determine shear strength, single-lap joints
were used (Fig. 2b), which were made of S235Jr steel. The tests were conducted
according to PN-EN 2243-1:1999, with use of a ZD-10 testing machine [14].

The last stage of research defined static long-term strength of the examined
adhesive composites. The measured value was the time needed to destroy the
joint subjected to certain load with increasing temperature. These tests were
conducted by means of devices designed by RoSkowicz [13] (Fig. 3).

F1G. 3. The device used to determine static long-term strength of adhesive joints: 1, 3 — covers;
2 — spacing sleeve; 4 — spring; 5 — lock screws; 6 — screw tightening the spring; 7 — resistance
sleeve; 8, 10 — grips for specimen mounting; 9 — tested specimen [13].

The function of these devices was to apply the required constant load to
the lap specimen bonded with the adhesive composite. The research involved
simultaneously five devices, which were placed in a KC 100/200 thermal chamber
of the EL-CON company (Fig. 4).

The load was imposed — similarly to determining of creep curves — by the
spring compression of a value defined with a characteristic of each spring used
(Fig. 5). Specimens were kept in the assumed temperature under constant load
until their destruction. The particular time was measured to the specimen’s
destruction. The applied load caused normal negative stress in the specimen of
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30 MPa. The value of stress was selected on the basis of a compromise between
the dimensions of the measuring devices (these were designed in such a way that
it was possible to place them all in a thermal chamber at the same time) and the
value of the load, with which the phenomenon of creep shows itself. The value
of the load was in the range of 30-50% of the shear strength of the adhesive

M. ROSKOWICZ, T. SMAL

F1G. 4. The view of devices together with the mounted and loaded specimens used
to determine long-term strength of adhesive joints.
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F1c. 5. Characteristics of the springs used in devices with the imposed loads.

composites.
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2.2. Methodology of research on fatigue life

The research on fatigue life of adhesive composites made it possible to esti-
mate the permissible loads of joints loaded with changing forces. Thanks to the
repeated experimental investigations, the conditions of the experiment were se-
lected: frequency of loads, type of load cycle, value of the maximum load of cycle,
and the types of specimen used in the research. With regard to the temporarily
nature of field repairs of weapon systems, the fatigue life tests were terminated
after 250,000 load cycles. In the first step, specimens used were those presented
in Fig. 2a. In the research, adhesives composites of the “super metal” group
were loaded with zero-start pulsating compression stresses of 55 MPa, that is,
equal to a half of their compression strength. The adhesive composites of the
“rapid” group were loaded in fatigue tests with zero-start pulsating compression
stresses of 28.5 MPa, and that is a half of compression strength of the material
of the lowest strength [5]. The tests were performed on an Instron 8501 testing
machine with a frequency of 20 Hz.

Further research on fatigue life was carried out for adhesive joints with use
of tensile loaded cylindrical specimens (Fig. 2c). The elements of these speci-
mens were made with a 2024TR aluminium alloy. The method of preparing the
specimens’ surface for bonding was by sand blasting using aloxite, followed by
cleaning with extraction petrol. The specimens were subsequently evaporated
in a laboratory dryer at 60°C for ten minutes. In this fatigue test, the chosen
adhesive composites were loaded with zero-start pulsating compression stresses
of 55 MPa. The tests were performed on an Instron 8501 testing machine with
a frequency of 20 Hz. The research concerned adhesive composites whose de-
struction in static tests was typically cohesive [7]. This was done in order to find
out what would be the destruction of joints made of this material in a fatigue
test, and whether its fatigue life would be longer than that of joints undergoing
adhesive destruction, e.g. those made of Epidian 57/Z1. Apart from that, s cor-
relation was sought between the fatigue life of the materials themselves and the
joints made of them.

Subsequently, the materials were subjected to a fatigue life test in lap joints
(Fig. 2b). The specimens were loaded with zero-start pulsating shear stresses in
the range from 0.1-1.5 kN, that is, about a half of the shear stress. The tests
were performed on an Instron 8501 testing machine with a frequency of 20 Hz.

3. RESEARCH ON THE DURABILITY OF ADHESIVE COMPOSITES

3.1. Long-term strength

In the literature there are no all-purpose prognostic methods concerning
long-term strength that can be applied in practice. Searching for a direct relation
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between the short-term and long-term strength of adhesive composites is fallible.
The example can be the research results presented in the information material
[4], where long-term strength of Araldit AV 138 adhesive in 10000 h test is 75%
of the short-term strength and for Araldit AW 106 adhesive it is only 25%.

The manufacturers of adhesives hardly ever define durability of their prod-
ucts to long-term loads. A credible method of determining the longterm strength
of adhesive joints is by conducting an experimental analysis; and still, it involves
considerable cost and time-consuming research [10, 13, 18].

It was decided to estimate the permissible values of loads of the adhesive
composites with regard to their static long-term strength. On the basis of the
methodology used in the work [13], creep curves for the selected adhesive com-
posites were determined. On the basis of previous research it seemed that ambi-
ent temperature was too low to gain high long-term strength of adhesive com-
posites made of epoxy resins [14]. Therefore, the curing process was carried out
by a single stage (at ambient temperature) and by a double stage (at increased
temperature) in order to define the influence of curing conditions of adhesive
composites on their long term strength [15]. It seems that this state of facts
is related to a level of cross-linking of an adhesive. The adhesive cured in the
increased temperature is characterized by a higher level of cross-linking, and
therefore, it has got different physics and mechanical properties. The research
showed that some adhesive composites were characterized by a rapid increase
in strains in the increased temperature that caused permanent deformations or
destruction of the examined specimen within several or several dozen minutes
(Fig. 6). Therefore, these materials were excluded from the further examination.

ll-st

F1G. 6. Unirep 1 and Belzona 1812 (after single-stage stage curing) adhesive composites after
a few minutes from the moment of 30 MPa load at a temperature of 60°C.
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Creep curves for other materials were presented in Fig. 7. For the purposes
of comparative analysis, the creep curves for an adhesive based on physically
unmodified epoxy resin Epidian 57 were also plotted on the graph. From among
the adhesive composites discussed, the least increase in deformation was visible
for Belzona 1812 (double-stage curing) adhesive composite. Unirep 3 and Bel-
zona 1111 also had a good resistance to creep, whereas Epidian 57 had a rather
bad resistance.
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F1G. 7. Creep curves of the adhesive composites in the temperature of 60°C with load causing
normal stresses of 30 MPa in the examined specimens (1 — Epidian 57, 2 — Chester Metal
Super, 3 — Belzona 1111, 4 — Unirep 3, 5 — Belzona 1812 — 1I st.).

Subsequently, the long-term strength of adhesive composites was determined.
The measure of long-term durability was the lapse of time between the com-
mencement of the experiment and specimen destruction. With regard to the as-
sumed expediency of repairs, 500 hours was the given maximum time of a test.
The research was conducted in temperatures of 60, 80 and 100°C taking the
possible operational temperature of the repaired elements under consideration.
The research results are presented in a form of column charts where time of the
certain specimen destruction was marked.

Joints made of Belzona 1111, Chester Metal Super, Unirep 3, and double-
stage cured Belzona 1812 were characterized with a durability of 500 h at a
temperature of 60°C (none of the examined specimen were destroyed); see Fig. 8.
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It was stated that even a preliminary estimation of adhesive creep curve

shapes (Fig. 7) enabled the prediction of their ability to transfer long-term
loads (Fig. 8), since there is a clear relation between the nature of a composite’s
creep curve and its ability to long-term load transfer in adhesive joints. Since
the durability of adhesive joints did not change considerably at a temperature of
80°C, further research was conducted in temperature increased to 100°C (Fig. 9).
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(load with power of 60% F, and temperature of 100°C).
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At a temperature of 100°C, most of the examined specimens were destroyed
before the assumed time of 500 h passed. The specimens first destroyed were
made of Chester Metal Super. Specimens made of Belzona 1111 were destroyed
within the first day and night. Better durability was shown by specimens made of
Unirep 3, since it lasted from several dozen to several hundred hours; and one of
the examined specimens was not destroyed within the assumed 500 h. The best
durability was shown by specimens made of double-stage cured Belzona 1812,
which is the material designed for operation at increased temperature. However,
specimen one showed considerably worse durability than the rest of them. This
was probably caused by some fault in the preparation of the specimen (e.g. air
bubble inside).

The conducted research proved the thesis that the shortterm strength of
adhesives cannot be the only criterion of its usefulness in executing repairs in
crucial structures which will have to operate at an increased temperature for
quite a long time. On their basis it is hard to find an unambiguous quantitative
correlation between creep curves determined for the adhesive composite itself
(treated as a material) and the durability of adhesive bonds. Still, one can
attempt to give some rough interpretation of this relation and state that if strain
of adhesive composite subjected to load at increased temperature (in this case
60°C) does not exceed 20% of specimen’s dimension in the assumed time, joints
made of this composite should be characterized by durability of approximately
500 h for loads that are equal to a half of the short-term strength (in case of the
research conducted here, that was 60% of the shear strength). Moreover, creep
curves are valuable sources of information concerning conditions (and especially
thermal conditions) in which an adhesive joint can be used for a long time. An
example here can be the relation ¢ = f(¢), gained for Epidian 57, where the
adhesive showed low durability in joints with great strain caused by creep.

3.2. Fatigue life

The research on fatigue life of different adhesive joints [1, 3, 9] has shown that
fatigue life of these types of joints is much less considerable than their short-term
strength. Predicting the fatigue life of adhesive joints is a complicated issue and
requires numerous tests [5]. However, using adhesives for the repair of technical
objects, one should take the possibility of fatigue loads under consideration. A lot
of research has proven that fatigue life of adhesive joints is actually dependent
on the maximum reduced stresses present in bonding with the maximum value
of load of the fatigue cycle. This thesis has been proven true in the research,
which compared the fatigue lives of joints that differed considerably from each
other in shape and load method, and which had similar adhesive bonds — the
same type of adhesive, identical method of adhesive surface preparation, and
similar thickness of bonding (Fig. 10).
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F1c. 10. Influence of the specimen’s shape and load method on the
average fatigue life of joints made of epoxy adhesive Epidian 57/Z1 [5].

During research on fatigue life the adhesive composites of the “super metal”
group were loaded with zero-start pulsating compression stresses of 55 MPa,
that is, equal to a half of compression strength. The research on Belzona 1111
and Unirep 3 was terminated after approximately 750,000 cycles. Specimens
made of Chester Metal Super material were destructed after a min. of 2,785 and
max. of 21,950 cycles (Fig. 11). The short fatigue life of Chester Metal Super
adhesive composite has been confirmed by similar research, in which fatigue
life was determined for slightly longer cylinder specimens of the same diameter
(I = 31.5 and ¢ = 12.6) with a zero-start pulsating load of 56 MPa at a frequency
of 10 Hz. While Belzona 1111 and Unirep 3 adhesive composites reached the
assumed value of fatigue life of 100,000 cycles, specimens made of Chester Metal
Super composites were destroyed after 2,600 cycles on average [20].

a) c)

F1a. 11. View of specimens after fatigue tests: a) Chester Metal Super, b) Unirep 3,
¢) Belzona 1111.

The adhesive composites of the “rapid” group were loaded in fatigue tests
with zero-start pulsating compression stresses of 28.5 MPa, that is, a half of the
compression strength of adhesive composites of the lowest strength. After 1,483
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cycles, the Unirep 1 specimen was subject to permanent deformation. The other
was not destroyed after they were loaded by an approximate number of cycles
of 1,000,000. The experiment was terminated and the load was increased to
41 MPa, that is, approximately 0.57 of the compression strength of Belzona 1221
and approximately 0.43 of Chester Metal Rapid. The Belzona 1221 specimen
deformed plastically after 8,634 load cycles. The Chester Metal Rapid specimen
transferred 210,110 load cycles without destruction (Fig. 12).

a) b) c)

F1a. 12. View of specimens after fatigue tests: a) Chester Metal Rapid, b) Unirep 1,
and c¢) Belzona 1221.

The research conducted here showed that the Chester Metal Super compos-
ite was characterized with a definite shorter fatigue life in comparison to the
other materials examined in this group, while the longest fatigue life from the
“rapid group” had a Chester Metal Rapid composite; and that is comparable to
materials of “super metals” group (Fig. 13).
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F1G. 13. Fatigue life of the adhesive composites examined
(NZ — specimen was not damaged during the test).
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Further research on fatigue life was carried out for adhesive joints made of the
selected adhesive composites using tensile loaded cylindrical specimens (Fig. 2c)
During the research destruction of the cohesive type was noticed in the case of
every examined specimen made of Belzona 1111. What is more, it was stated that
the examined composite was characterized by longer fatigue life in comparison
with Epidian 57/Z1 subject to adhesive destruction. The examined joints made
of Chester Metal Super composite showed long fatigue life, despite the fact that
Chester Metal Super itself is characterized by a short fatigue life, and that that
indicates no correlation between the fatigue life of the adhesive composite itself
and tensile loaded bonds made with them. The most probable reason for this
state of fact is the relatively high stress-strain strength of this material [6]. The
research conducted also showed that the fatigue life of the Chester Metal Super
composite examined in bonds was rapidly decreasing with an increase of the
maximum load of a fatigue cycle from approximately 05 to approximately 06
of the short-term strength. The Chester Metal Rapid composite showed in this
test a shorter average fatigue life of joints in relation to the composites of the
“super metal” group, that is, Belzona 1111 and Chester Metal Super. This fact
was probably caused by adhesive destruction of joints.

Subsequently, the materials discussed were subjected to a fatigue life test in
lap joints (Fig. 2b). The tests were executed in two stages. In the first stage
the absolute shear fatigue life was determined, since the adhesive composites
investigated were subjected to the same load of 13 kN. In the second stage the
adhesive composites were subjected to different loads that had value of 0.66F,,.
As a result, a relative shear fatigue life was determined. The fatigue life of
Belzona 1111 turned out in single lap joints to be longer than that of Chester
Metal Super; contrary to the situation with tensile loaded joints. In the Fig. 14
fatigue lives of specimens loaded with identical cycles and joined with different
adhesive composites are compared.

ChMR (0.66 ;) :|28 084
ChMS (0.56 F) l400 884
Belzona 1111 (0.53 F,) >544 000 !
EpS7 1 h 60°C (0.39 F,) > 548935 |
0 100 000 200 000 300 000 400 000 500 000

fatigue life [numbers of cycles]

F1G. 14. Comparison of the absolute shear fatigue life of adhesive composites
(the maximum load of a fatigue cycle was 1.3 kN for all adhesives).
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The shortest fatigue life was visible for specimens joined with Chester Metal
Rapid; and still, their relative load was the greatest. Belzona 1111 and Epidian
57/71 showed a long absolute fatigue life with the applied load.

The relative fatigue life of specimens joined with Belzona 1111 turned out to
be longer than that of specimens joined with Epidian 57/Z1. It was stated that
fatigue load of joints made with Chester Metal Rapid and Epidian 57/Z1 at the
level of 066 of shear strength was unacceptable with regard to low durability of
joints loaded in this way (Fig. 15).

ChMR (1.2 kN) :Iza 084

Belzona 1111 (1.5 kN) 302 951

EpS7 1 h 80°C (2.1 kN) |4 085

Y

0 100 000 200 000 300 000
fatigue life [numbers of cycles]

F1c. 15. Comparison of the relative shear fatigue life of adhesive composites
(the maximum load of fatigue cycle was ~0.66F},).

During the fatigue tests, the strains of adhesive composites were determined
which were exemplified by cylinder specimens cast from the examined adhesive
composite (Fig. 2a). The specimens were subjected to compression stress for
which the maximum load of fatigue life was ~0.5 of short-term compression
strength. A position of the moving traverse of testing machine was measured
after every thousand cycles. The conducted test allowed for the determination
of the strain amplitude of the samples, as well as the change in height resulting
from movement of the traverse. The exemplary result of this research is presented
in Fig. 16.
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F1G. 16. Change of specimen’s strain and position of the traverse (change in specimen’s height)
during fatigue tests of Belzona 1111 adhesive composite.
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It was noticed that after several thousand load cycles, the strain amplitude
of the specimen was defined on practically a constant level. Simultaneously,
a constant increase of permanent strain of the examined specimen was noticed
(by a decrease in height). The nature of the observed strains explicitly shows
that the examined material was subject to creep (cf. Fig. 7).

4. CONCLUSION

On the basis of the research presented here, the following conclusions can be
drawn:

e There is a quality relation between the nature of the creep curve of the com-
posite itself and the durability of joints made with this composite. The com-
posites, after being loaded at an increased temperature, showed greater initial
strains and a greater gradient of increase in strains in time, also showed lower
durability at increased temperature (from several to several dozen hours).

e On the basis of the tests conducted so far, it is hard to find a direct quantita-
tive correlation between creep curves and the analysed strength of adhesive
bonds. Still, it can be stated that if strains of adhesive joints subjected to loads
at an increased temperature (in this case 60°C) do not exceed 10% within sev-
eral hundred hours, then the joints of this adhesive composite should show at
least 500 h durability at a temperature of up to 80°C with load that is equal
to a half of short-term strength in ambient temperature.

e It was stated that for a specific level of loads of adhesive joints (in this case
it is 60% of the short-term strength), there is a temperature value near to
which the durability of shear loaded bonds is rapidly decreasing. For bonds
made of adhesive composites that was at a temperature of 100°C.

e The temperature and time of adhesive composites’ curing have a significant
influence not only on shortterm strength of adhesive composites, but also
on their durability. The increased temperature increases the extent of cross-
linking of epoxy matrix; thanks to which the material is more resistant to
creep at an increased temperature.

e Fatigue destruction of adhesive bonds can be of an adhesive or cohesive na-
ture, and a longer fatigue life is shown by bonds which undergo cohesive
damage during shortterm strength tests. On the other hand, a fatigue life of
composite adhesive bonds cannot be predicted on the basis of fatigue life of
these materials themselves.

e Both long term strength and fatigue life of adhesive joints made with the use

of adhesive composites can be rapidly reduced with a slight increase of their
load.
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It seems that, in the mechanism of fatigue destruction of adhesive joints, the
process of adhesive material creep is of great significance since, as it has been
proved, this occurs even at ambient temperature.

Value of adhesion’s forces has a considerable influence on the shortterm
strength of adhesive joints, and has a less considerable influence on their
fatigue life. Therefore, using procedures that increase the strength of adhe-
sive joints is always advisable; and yet, one should bear in mind that it will
not have directly proportional influence on their fatigue life.

With regard to the requirements of expedient (temporary) repairs executed
in field conditions, the long-term strength of adhesive joints longer than 50
hours and a fatigue life of adhesive joints higher than 100,000 cycles, can be
accepted as sufficient in most cases. Therefore, a safe value for the maximum
long-lasting and fatigue loads of theadhesive composites investigated that
ensures the required durability of joints made of these composites should be
0.5 of the short-term strength.
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In this paper experimental and numerical modelling of the Friction Stir Processing tech-
nique are presented. The experiments were carried out on cast aluminium alloy AISi9Mg.
A conventional tool without a pin was used. During the trials, the tool temperature, torque
and forces acting on the tool were measured. The results revealed that an increase in the rota-
tional speed caused an increase in the temperature and a decrease in the torque. Furthermore,
the increase in travelling speed caused a decrease in the tool temperature and an increase in
the torque. The experimental results were compared with that achieved based on the numerical
modelling.

Key words: Friction Stir Processing, aluminium alloys, modelling.

1. INTRODUCTION

Friction Stir Processing (FSP), based on the stir of material, utilizes the
same process principles as FSW (Friction Stir Welding) [1]; however, instead of
joining samples together, the process modifies the local microstructure of mono-
lithic specimens to achieve specific and desired properties by surface modifying
the microstructure (Fig. 1a). As in FSW, the tool induces plastic flow during the
process, but depending on the selection of process parameters, i.e. applied force,
travelling speed and rotational speed, the material flow can yield a modified
microstructure that is beneficial to the performance/requirement of the mate-
rial. Developed by Mishra in 2000, the modified process is a new and exciting
technique for microstructural development and modification as well as property
enhancement [2].
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F1G. 1. Schematic drawing of Friction Modified Processing technique a) and tool b).

Friction stir welding is an energy-efficient, environmental-friendly and versa-
tile joining technology that delivers superior strength, corrosion resistance and
fatigue resistance when compared to conventional welding methods [2]. Devel-
oped and patented in 1991 [1] by The Welding Institute (TWI) — the United
Kingdom, friction stir welding is a novel solid-state joining process that contin-
ues to gain popularity in the manufacturing sector [2, 3]. Prominent examples
of FSW application include EADS/Airbus’ utilization of friction stir welding to
join aluminium components on the new A400M transport aircraft and Lockhead-
Martin Michoud’s use of FSW to join aluminium panel sections of the Space
Shuttle’s external fuel tank. Utilizing a rotating tool design, FSW induces plas-
tic flow in the base materials and effectively stirs (or extrudes) the workpieces
together. Since no melting occurs during FSW, the process is performed at much
lower temperatures than conventional welding techniques and circumvents many
of the environmental and safety issues associated with these welding methods.
FSW produces a welded joint that is fundamentally defect-free and that displays
excellent mechanical properties when compared to liquid state welds [3-5]. Due
to these benefits, industries are embracing FSW technology and implementing
new welding capabilities into their manufacturing sectors.

During the FSP process, a pin is plunged into the material with the shoulder
of the rotating tool abutting the base metals (a tool without a pin can also be
used). As the tool (Fig. 1) transverses the modified direction, the rotation of
the shoulder under the influence of an applied load heats the metal surround-
ing the modified area and with the rotating action of the pin/shoulder induces
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metal from each section to flow and form the modified area. The microstructure
that evolves during FSP results from the influence of material flow, plastic de-
formation and elevated temperature and is characterized by a central stir zone
surrounded by a thermomechanically affected zone (TMAZ) and heat affected
zone (HAZ) as shown in Fig. 1. On the “advancing side” (Fig. 1) of the modi-
fied area, rotation of the tool is in the same direction as the modified direction,
but on the “retreating side” (Fig. 1), rotation of the tool is in the opposite di-
rection of the modified direction. In the FSP process the most important area
is between the stir zone and the thermomechanically affected zone. This area
will determine the properties of modified area, especially adhesion. In FSW the
most important area is the stir zone, a key difference between the FSP and FSW
processes. The second difference is that for FSP another critical area is the zone
directly below the pin. This is less critical for FSW, which is concerned with the
weld /joint quality throughout the thickness of the workpieces.

Numerous investigations have sought to characterize and model the FSW
process, and the current status of friction stir research has been summarized well
by Mishra [2] and Ma [6]. Friction Stir Processing involves complex processes
such as flow of material, temperature distribution, rotary forces, tool design etc.
that are not fully understand.

Although several numerical models of friction stir welding have been devel-
oped for the calculation of the heat generation rate [7, 8] and heat transfer
and materials flow [7, 9], their testing has, for most part, been limited to the
comparison of the numerically predicted temperatures versus time plots with
the corresponding experimental data. A rigorous validation of numerical models
must include examination of the model’s capability to predict several important
features of the friction processing such as the torque, temperature, power needed
for modification and the geometry of the stir zone as a function of important
process parameters over a wide range of values.

In this paper the results of experimental trials and numerical modelling are
presented. The main goal of this investigation was to determine the relationship
between the process parameters of Friction Stir Processing and the torque acting
on the tool and the temperature of the tool.

2. EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE

The chemical composition of the AISi9Mg cast aluminium alloy used in this
study is provided in Table 1. The base metal microstructure consists of oarse
acicular Si particles distributed along the primary aluminium dendrite bound-
aries. Furthermore, the material exhibited numerous pores as shown in Fig. 2.
Test plates were prepared from 6 mm thick plate with dimensions of 400 mm
in length and 100 mm in width. Prior to tests, each plate was milled on both
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Table 1. Chemical composition of cast aluminium alloy AlSi9Mg acc. to EN 1706 [10].

Chemical composition [%] mass
Si Fe Cu Mn Mg Zn Ti Al
9.0-10.0 0.19 0.05 0.10 0.25-0.45 0.07 0.15 balance

F1G. 2. Microstructure of parent material, cast aluminium alloy AlSi9Mg,
light microscop.

sides to remove roughness as a result of casting. The plates, however, were not
cleaned before experimentation.

A conventional tool with a scrolled shoulder (20 mm in diameter) and no
pin was used for all the trials. The shoulder of the tool is manufactured from
high speed tool steel -HS6-5-2. The geometry of the tool is shown in Fig. 3.
A 0.5-deg head tilt was applied during plunge and FSP trials. Trials were con-
ducted to determine the working range of rotation and travelling speeds. Thirty
experimental conditions were taken into consideration (Fig. 4).
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F1c. 3. The geometry of the FSP tool.
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F1a. 4. Range of parameters utilised during experiments.

Transverse samples were removed from the modified plates for light metal-
lographic analysis. Each sample was ground, polished through 1 pm diamond
paste and final polished with a 0.25 pm Al,Og suspension. Samples were anal-
ysed optically at magnifications up to 500x using a Nikon Eclipse MA 200
microscope without etching.

The TermSTIR device recorded the temperature of the tool. The variations
in temperature during the processing were measured by a K-type thermocou-
ple inserted to a place located 1.0 mm away from the tip of the rotating tool
shoulder. The temperature of the tool was measured at 60 Hz of frequency. The
mean value of the spindle torque, vertical force and down force were measured
by the LOWSTIR head and calculated from 100 points in the area of the fully
stabilized FSP process (Fig. 5) at a sampling rate of 100 Hz. It should be em-
phasized that the signals recorded during FSP are characteristic for the specific
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tool geometry, parameters of the process, base material, measurement system
(LOWSTIR) and experimental setup.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1. Experimental results of measurements

Data of torque and temperature for the changes of rotational and travelling
speeds are shown in Figs. 5 to 8. As has been generally observed [11] increasing
the rotational speed rapidly decreases the torque acting on the tool, as can be
seen in Fig. 5. This is caused by the well-known phenomena for friction welding
(rotary) in which an increase of the rotational speed causes a decrease in the
torque [12] and the thickness of stir material layer [13]. In the FSP process the
increase in rotational speed causes the volume of modified (stir) material to also
become lower. And at this smaller volume the rotating tool generates a high
amount of heat. Thus the temperature increases for increasing rotational speeds
(Fig. 6) and causes the friction coefficient to decrease. Therefore, the “resis-
tance” of the material becomes lower, thereby reducing the torque. An empirical
relationship was developed to describe the relationship between torque and ro-
tational speed. The evaluation of the rotational speed affecting the temperature
of the modified material was successfully approximated by linear functions. The
results of mathematical modelling for torque and for temperature are given in
Tables 2 and 3, respectively.

45 . -
o 112 mm/min
40 - o 224 mm/min |
S < 560 mm/min
35 & 710 mm/min 1
e 900 mm/min
1 /mi
30 ® 1120 mm min |
2 25
14}
=3
g’ 20
|_
15
10
5
0 i i

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600 1800 2000
Rotational speed [rpm]

F1G. 5. Influence of the rotational speed on the torque acting on the tool at constant travelling
speed.
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F1G. 6. Influence of rotational speed on tool temperature at constant travelling speed.

Table 2. The mathematical relationship between rotational speed (w) and torque acting on
the tool (M) at constant travelling speed (v).

No. v [mm/min] Models
1 112 M1z = 38.01 - exp(—w/509.78) + 2.46
2 224 Ms24 = 50.75 - exp(—w/600.77) + 2.04
3 560 Ms60 = 87.74 - exp(—w/590.46) + 6.51
4 710 Mr1o = 1265.79 - exp(—w/210.45) + 13.22
5 900 Mooo = —1049.18 - exp(w/51865.59) + 1102.48
6 1120 Mi120 = 184.79 - exp(—w/450.44) + 14.38

Table 3. The mathematical relationships between rotational speed (w) and tool temperature
(Tp) at constant travelling speed (v).

No. v [mm/min] Models
1 112 Tpi1o = 193.61 +0.58 - w
2 224 Tpa24a = 160.71 +0.03 - w
3 560 Tps60 = 60.11 +0.03 - w
4 710 Tp710 = 62.4540.02 - w
5 900 Tyo00 = 59.44 +0.02 - w
6 1120 Tp112 =51.8540.01 - w

The opposite trend can be observed for changes in travelling speed (Fig. 7).
Increasing the travelling speed causes an increase in the torque. This phe-
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F1a. 7. The influence of the travelling speed on the torque acting on the tool at constant
rotational speed.

nomenon is caused by the temperature changes during changes in the travelling
speed. If the travelling speed increases, the total volume of stir material for each
distance of linear travel of the tool decreases, so that small heat is generated.
The temperature in the tool, therefore, becomes lower (Fig. 8). At low tempera-
ture the friction coefficient is high and the torque is higher for higher travelling
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F1G. 8. The influence of travelling speed on tool temperature at constant rotational speed.
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speeds. If the travelling speed is low, for single distance of travel the total volume
of stir material is high so that the heat generated in the material is high. The
temperature, therefore, is also high and the friction coefficient is lower. Hence
the torque becomes lower. A linear formula has been found to describe the re-
lationship between torque and travelling speed. The effect of travelling speed
on the temperature of the modified material was successfully approximated by
exponential functions. The results of mathematical modelling for torque and for
temperature are given in Tables 4 and 5, respectively.

Table 4. The mathematical relationships between travelling speed (v) and torque acting
on the tool (M) at constant rotational speed (w).

No. w [rpm)] Models Remarks

The mathematical formula cannot be determined because
of too small number of measurements point

560 Ms60 = 9.36 4+ 0.06 - v
900 Mooo = 6.53 + 0.03 - v
1400 Mi400 = 3.26 +0.02 - v
1800 Migoo = 1.71 4+ 0.02 - v

1 112

UL = | W N

Table 5. The mathematical relationships between travelling speed (v)
and tool temperature (7,) at constant rotational speed (w).

No. w [rpm] Models
1 112 Tp112 = 240.90 - exp(—v/243.53) + 43.86
2 560 Tpseo0 = 272.02 - exp(—v/322.94) + 51.35
3 900 Thooo = 274.35 - exp(—v/247.36) + 69.28
4 1400 Tyra00 = 330.36 - exp(—v/246.58) + 70.73
5 1800 Tyrs00 = 324.15 - exp(—v/283.23) + 68.68

3.2. Results of metallographic examination

A representative light microstructure of the modified material is shown in
Fig. 9. Two well defined regions can be easily distinguished: the parent material
(lower area) and the FSP zone (upper area). The parent material is characterized
by a coarse grain structure while the microstructure in the processed zone is
modified by the tool action. The modified area resulted in the refinement of
the microstructure. Figure 9 shows a region closer to the surface where the
microstructure changes in a continuous way from that typical of the parent
material to the refined one adjacent to the surface.
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Fic. 9. A representative light microstructure of the FSP modified material
— aluminium alloy AISi9Mg.

High plastic deformation and material flow caused by the stirring action of
the tool together with increased temperature due to friction phenomena are
responsible for the refinement of grains and dynamic recrystallization in the
modified area [14]. FSP also reduced casting pores and caused homogenization
of the microstructure. As a result of FSP the as-cast material is converted into
a near-wrought condition. This homogenized and refined microstructure along
with the reduced porosity results in improved mechanical properties [15, 16]. It is
also evident from the present study that the dramatic change in microstructure
occurs even when a tool without a pin is used during FSP.

3.3. Modelling of the FSP process

Adapted from the friction stir welding thermal model presented by Hamilton
et al. in [17], a thermal model was developed for friction stir processing utiliz-
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ing COMSOL multi-physics software. As an initial simplification to the model,
only heat generation due to the friction between tool and the workpiece was
considered, i.e. heat generation due to plastic deformation was not taken into
account. Based upon these conditions, the heat generation at the tool/workpiece
interface, ¢, may be expressed as [17]:

(3.1) q = 0puPn(wr — v, sinf),

where dg is an energy-based slip factor, p is the coefficient of friction between
the tool and the workpiece, Py is the normal pressure relative to the tool face,
w is the angular velocity of the tool, 7 is the radial distance measured from the
tool center, v, is the tool velocity and 6 is the radial angle measured about the
tool axis.

For typical tool velocities during friction stir welding, the v, siné term in
Eq. (3.1) becomes small relative to the wr term and is often ignored. For the
FSP process, however, the magnitude of certain tool velocities that were utilized,
such as 900 mm/min and 1120 mm/min, makes the v, sin # term non-negligible.
Therefore, Eq. (3.1) was evaluated with # = 90°, and the heat generation was
averaged over the tool/workpiece interface to yield the following expression for
the tool heat flux, gioor:

Tinterface
Op PN (wr — vy)r dr df
2
0
(32> Qtool = ) - 5EMPN <§wrinterface - Ua:) 5
T {nterface

where Tinterface 1S the radius of the tool face in contact with the workpiece. Ba-
sically, the FSP process stabilizes after approximately 10 seconds of runtime
[18]. Prior to stabilization, the vertical force (as well as the torque) increases
approximately linearly during the ramping period. Since the heat flux is directly
proportional to the vertical force, a linear ramp for the heat flux was incorpo-
rated into the thermal model such that for runtimes less than or equal to 10
seconds (¢t < 10), the heat flux utilized in the thermal model, ¢moder, is given by:

(33> Qmodel = (%) t.

Beyond 10 seconds, i.e. after stabilization, the heat flux from Eq. (3.2) was used
in the model.

In the first step the influence of pitch (rotational speed/travelling speed)
on temperature at constant travelling speed was determined. Four numerical
simulations were performed at a constant travel speed of 224 mm/min for the
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following tool rotation speeds: 560, 900, 1400 and 1800 rpm. The predicted max-
imum surface temperatures for these simulations are summarized in Fig. 10.
Included in the figure are the experimentally measured surface temperatures.
As seen in the figure, though the predicted surface temperatures follow the
same trend as the experimental values relative to the pitch, the thermal model
under-predicts the processing temperature for the largest pitch (slowest rota-
tion speed) and over-predicts the temperature for the two smallest pitches (the
highest rotation speeds). The inability of the model to accurately predict the
temperature at the highest pitch is most likely due to the fact that the thermal
model does not presently capture heat generation due to plastic deformation.
At slower rotation speeds, the processing energy transferred into the workpiece
is reduced; therefore, the flow stress of the workpiece remains relatively high.
As such, plastic deformation significantly contributes to the total heat genera-
tion.

a) b)

Travel Speed: 224 mm/min Travel Speed: 224 mm/min
RPM: 560 RPM: 900

Experimental Temp.: 194°C Experimental Temp.: 203°C
Thermal Model Temp.: 156°C Thermal Model Temp.: 200°C

c) d)

Travel Speed: 224 mm/min Travel Speed: 224 mm/min
RPM: 1400 RPM: 1800

Experimental Temp.: 208°C Experimental Temp.: 211°C
Thermal Model Temp.: 248°C Thermal Model Temp.: 249°C

Fic. 10. Influence of pitch on temperature at constant travel speed:
a) 0.4, b) 0.25, ¢) 0.16, d) 0.12.
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The temperature over-predictions by the model at smaller pitches may be
related to the slip factor, dg, utilized to calculate the heat flux (Eq. (3.1)). As
previously discussed, the current model for FSP was adapted from a thermal
model for friction stir welding for which dg represents the efficiency of frictional
heat transfer. During friction stir welding, both a pin that is inserted into the
workpiece and a shoulder that is in contact with the workpiece transfer frictional
heat into the system, creating three heat generating surfaces: the pin bottom,
the pin sides and the tool shoulder. During FSP, however, there is only one
heat generating surface — the interface between the tool and the workpiece. The
heat transfer during FSP, therefore, may be less efficient than during friction
stir welding and is not accounted for by the current formulation of dp. For
processing conditions for which heat generation due to friction dominates, such
as at smaller pitches, the thermal model over-predicts the surface temperatures.

Secondly the influence of pitch on temperature at constant rotational speed
was established. Six numerical simulations were performed at a constant rota-
tional speed of 900 rpm for the following tool travelling speeds: 112, 224, 560,
710, 900 and 1120 mm/min. The predicted maximum surface temperatures for
these simulations are summarized in Fig. 11. Included in the figure are the ex-
perimentally measured surface temperatures. As indicated in this figure for this
rotational speed and associated travelling speeds, the experimental temperatures
decline from approximately 250°C for pitch values less than 0.2 and then level
off at approximately 100°C for pitch values greater than 0.8. Unfortunately, the
thermal model failed to capture this experimental behaviour. Instead, the ther-
mal model predicts that the surface temperatures for these conditions should
begin at approximately 190°C for a pitch value of 0.12, rise to a maximum tem-
perature of nearly 250°C at a pitch of 0.62, and ultimately fall to 145°C for the
highest pitch value of 1.24.

Certainly the limitations of the model discussed in the previous section re-
garding heat generation due to plastic deformation and the slip factor can con-
tribute to the discrepancies observed for these process conditions. In this in-
stance, however, the effect of travel speed may be the primary cause for the
discrepancies. Equation (3.2) captures the effect of travel speed in the (wr —v,)
term, reducing the heat flux as the travel speed increases. This equation, how-
ever, assumes that the heat generating surfaces of the tool are in perfect contact
with the workpiece. At travel speeds typical to friction stir welding, such as
127 mm/min, this assumption is undoubtedly valid. As the travel speed in-
creases to values like those used in this investigation, such as 900 mm/min or
1120 mm/min, the efficiency of heat transfer from the tool to the workpiece
could be reduced by the influence of these speeds on the tool/workpiece inter-
face. As a result, the thermal model over-predicts the surface temperatures for
these process conditions as the pitch increases.
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a) b)

Travel Speed: 112 mm/min Travel Speed: 224 mm/min
RPM: 900 RPM: 900

Experimental Temp.: 250°C Experimental Temp.: 203°C
Thermal Model Temp.: 186°C Thermal Model Temp.: 200°C

c) d)

Travel Speed: 560 mm/min Travel Speed: 710 mm/min
RPM: 900 RPM: 900

Experimental Temp.: 140°C Experimental Temp.: 100°C
Thermal Model Temp.: 247°C Thermal Model Temp.: 219°C

e) f)

Travel Speed: 900 mm/min Travel Speed: 1120 mm/min
RPM: 900 RPM: 900

Experimental Temp.: 100°C Experimental Temp.: 100°C
Thermal Model Temp.: 177°C Thermal Model Temp.: 145°C

F1G. 11. Influence of pitch on temperature at constant rotational speed:
a) 0.12, b) 0.25, ¢) 0.62, d) 0.79, e) 1.00 and f) 1.24.

4. CONCLUSIONS

The effects of rotational and travelling speeds on the torque and temperature
of the tool were investigated for FSP of cast aluminium plates using experimen-
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tal techniques and numerical modelling. The simulated temperatures were com-
pared to measured values. From the simulation and experiments, the following
are observed:

The torque decreases with an increase in the rotational speed because it be-
comes easier for the material to flow at higher temperatures and strain rates.
For an increasing temperature of the surface, the friction coefficient becomes
lower. This is also due to the well-known relationship, from the conventional
friction welding, that an increase in the rotational speed decreases the volume
of mixed material.

Changes in travelling speed influence the torque and temperature in opposite
directions. An increase in the travelling speed decreases the temperature and
increases the torque acting on the tool. This is due to the fact that an increase
in the travelling speed raises the resistance of mixed materials, and a much
higher volume of material is mixed per tool revolution.

It is also evident from the present study that a dramatic change in the mi-
crostructure occurs, even when a tool without a pin is used during FSP. The
modification process resulted in a significant breakup of large Si particles
and subsequent uniform distribution in the aluminium matrix. Furthermore,
porosity in the as cast AISi9Mg was nearly eliminated by FSP.

In the presented numerical model only heat generation due to the friction
between tool and the workpiece was considered. The limitations of the pre-
sented model regarded heat generation due to plastic deformation and the slip
factor. The influence of pitch on temperature at constant travelling and ro-
tational speeds was determined. As a result, the thermal model over-predicts
the surface temperatures for these process conditions as the pitch increases at
constant rotational speed. At constant travelling speed the experimental and
modelling results correspond.
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